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Good morning Chairman Melton and members of the Committee. Thank you for the
opportunity to be here today. My name is Chris Fisher and I am with Associated Builders
and Contractors of Michigan. We are here in support of House Bill 4410.

ABC is a statewide trade association working in partnership with four separate ABC
chapters throughout the state representing contractors, subcontractors, material suppliers

and related firms in the commercial and industrial construction industry. Moreover we also

offer educational and training opportunities.

A crucial part of our mission is to train our workforce to be skilled, motivated, and
equipped to meet the demands of an ever-changing marketplace and meeting the challenges

of both today and tomorrow.

Contractors turn to ABC and its educational facilities and partners throughout the state to
train workers in electrical, carpentry, plumbing, heating, ventilating and air conditioning
systems (HVAC), general construction, management and safety. At the four ABC chapters
in Michigan students can take customized programs that cater to specific trades, including
various levels of management, craft and apprenticeship training and assessment testing.
Training in iron working, masonry, insulation and instrumentation is also available at

certain chapters, as well as an increasing emphasis on green and sustainable building.

With the baby boomers poised to retire there will be a shortage of qualified and
experienced people to sustain the industry’s demands. Also, with the exit of so many highly
experienced individuals with long tenures in the industry, positions up the ladder will be
opening up as well, meaning that individuals choosing to enter the construction industry
today will not only find themselves comfortable with strong job security, but also fortunate

in the host of opportunities available to them to climb the career ladder.

Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan
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In fact, the possibilities available to men and women entering the industry today are
phenomenal. The sheer variety of different positions, firms, and specialties, combined
with excellent prospects for the future, make construction a top industry for employment to

people smart enough to realize its potential.

Yet, the current Michigan curriculum requirements endanger high school Career Technical
Education even as the demand for skilled construction workers is expected to increase. We

need to replace retiring workers with those who have the technical training to build and

rebuild our communities and state.

Technical training in high school allows students to develop marketable job skills that are
relevant for today and tomorrow’s job market. Already both the federal government and
the State of Michigan expect construction job openings to expand in the next decade. This
bill addresses this reality by offering an additional pathway to a high school diploma that
will enhance the Michigan Merit Curriculum with tougher standards than Michigan has had

throughout its history in order to help meet these needs.

Current graduation requirements only focus on classes, geared to four-year college degrees.
This has been a good start, however the requirements do not also include advanced CET
offerings. Requirements that do not also include CET opportunities don’t work for all
students and we cannot afford to leave anyone behind by neglecting advanced CET
offerings. Michigan’s drop out rate is already much too high and without a rigorous
technical career option some students may be more at risk to abandon their education
altogether. So now is the time to take the next step to further enhance the Michigan Merit
Curriculum by offering an additional pathway to graduation thus ensuring a talented, well

prepared twenty first century workforce.

We appreciate and applaud the Legislature and Governor for beginning the process of
adopting a 21* Century curriculum in our high schools. However, now is the time to finish
the job for every student by preventing a one-size-fits-all approach and making sure that
every student is able to succeed in a rewarding and valued career. Now is the time to finish
the job by ensuring all students have access to a high school education that will prepare
them for Michigan’s new economy. An essential part of doing this is passage of this bill.

Good careers and a strong economy depend upon it, and so do our students.

Once again, I would like to thank you Chairman Melton, and members of the Committee
for the privilege to be here today. I would also like to thank Rep. Sheltrown for his tireless

commitment to this crucial issue. 1 am happy to take any questions anyone may have.
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